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1194 syli • sympathetic 



sy.li \y : \e\ m, nt sylis (Sum. sth. In., elephant] (N?4) : the moneurv 
unit of Guinea from 1 1 )7 2 lo l^8t> ' 
syl-la-bary \\i-l.>-,ber -e\ «. f / -bar-ios ( NI svlluburtum f, [ s v u, irM i 
s> liable] H 5 Kb) : a table or listing of syllables; sp<-cij : a m-i K -s oi set of 



sym-bi-ote V.sim-be-.ot. -,hi-\ n [} , I, Gk wmbintes i ompaniun f 
wnhtnun to li\e together] (ca I'HN): s>MHlosi ' 
Sym-bol \'siui-K>l\ n [in sense 1. fr II M-">b>>/imi. fr. LGk s V mf H ,l 
fr. Gk. token, sign; in other senses fr 1. symluilum token, sign, s\ n >K 



Nvl-lab-tc Vs.v'Iii-hilA mil II I *vlL,h„„i t, rV , /; i, i . ■ , <*ymtH>lon. lit , token of identity verified h> compani^ n s .... 

syllaMe] (I 72*)' ' k ^;,!^n^fahic , or < ;^ ^ ^ ' s> ^ Ihrov,'' ^^trU^lVc i vl^r^' i • ^ ' ^ " 

a : not accornpanu-u in the same salable by a vowel <a - cons* « O ,r ^ .„■„,? - jVu n I • , u au,, "'" ta i ,Vt ™ mr »*r> <-f faub 

b : having vowel auahtv more nrominem th ; .n t hit .r "'V". m dtK V" K . ' CKf >l) 2 = ^"K-lhing that stands for oi suggests s n J. 



u : not accompanied in the same syllable by a vowel <a ~- const. n ,nO 
b : having vowel quality more prominent than that of another vowel in 
the syllable <the first vowel of a falling diphthong, as \o\ in \ot\ is — n 
2 : of. relating to. or denoting syllables acccni) 3 : ctiai.u ten/*. I 
by distinct enunciation or separation of syllables 4 : of. relating to, or 
constituting a type of verse distinguished primarily by count of s>||.i 
hies rather than by rhythmical arrangement of accents" or quantities 
sy blab.i-cably \-hi4 to- )lc\ adv 
Syllabic n < 1 880) : a syllabic cha racier or sound 

syl-lab-i-cate W-'la-Kv.katx vr -oat*ed; -cat.ing (ca I6M) • ssmah 

syblah~j.ca.tinn \sp-,la-b.->-*ka- s h;>n\ n (1 3c) : the act. process, or 
method of forming or dividing words into syllables 

syMa.biobty Vsi-lo-'bi-so-tcA n < 193.1) : the state of heme or the 
powci of forming « syllabic 

s> blab-bf i-ca*tion Vs^Ja-b-vf^Tia-shprA n(I838) : svn ahk ai i<>\ 

sy l-lab-i-fy \s^-n a -b.>-,fi\ vt -fied; -fy-inff fL syllaba syllable] (ca 
1859): to form or divide into syllables 

'syl la ble \'si-lo-b?I\ n [MF.. fr MF sillube. fr i.syllatxj, f r . Gk syttahc 
fi syllamtxinein to gather together, fr. sytt- -* hmbuncm to take 
more at latch] (14c) ] ; a unit of spoken language that is next bigger 
than a speech sound and consists of one or more vowel sounds alone or 
of a syllabic consonant alone or of either with one oi more consonant 
sounds preceding or following 2 : one or more letters (as syl la and 
ble) in a word (as syhla'ble) usu set off from the rest of the word hv a 
centered dot or a hyphen and roughly corresponding to the syllables of 
spoken language and treated as helps to pronunciation or as guides to 
placing hyphens at the end of a line 3 : the smallest conceivable ex- 
pression or unit of something : JOT 4: SOI -I A SVI LABI FS 

Syllable vr sybla-blcd; syMa.blin K \-b(»-)lirj\ (15c) 1 : to give a 

number or arrangement of syllables to (a word or verse) 2: to express 
or utter in or as if in syllables 

syblabub \'si-L->-,b.->b\ n [origin unknown] (ca 1517) J : a dnnk 
made by curdling milk or cream with an acid beverage (as wine or 
cider) 2 : a sweetened dnnk or topping made of milk or cream beaten 
with wine or liquor and sometimes further thickened with gelatin and 
served as a dessert 

syMa-bus \-b«\ n. pi -bi \-,bi. -,bc\ or -bus-es f LL, alter, of I, sillybus 
label for a book, fr Gk siltybos] (ca. 1656) 1 : a summary outline of a 
discourse, treatise, or course of study or of examination requirements 

2 : HI AONO! l 2 

syl-lcp-sis \s»-1ep-s.->s\ n, pi lep-ses \-,sez\ [L. fr. Gk syllepsis fr 
syilambanein] (ca 1550) 1 : the use of a word to modify or govern 
syntactically two or sometimes more words with only one of which it 
formally agrees in gender, number, or case 2 : the use of a word in the 
same grammatical relation to two adjacent words in the context with 
one literal and the other metaphorical in sense — syMep-tic \-'lep-tik\ 
adj 

*Y}. mlo *lf sm \'«-l*-J'-^m\ n [MF sttogisme. fr. MF. fr L syltoRnmm fr 
Gk syllogismos, fr. syltoxtzesthai to syllogize, fr. syn- i loxizcuhat to 
calculate, fr. logos reckoning, word - more at LF.GFnd] (14c) I : a 
deductive scheme of a formal argument consisting of a major and a 
minor premise and a conclusion (as in "every virtue is laudable; kind- 
ness is a virtue, therefore kindness is laudable") 2 : a subtle, specious, 
or crafty argument 3 : deductive reasoning - syMo>eis*tic \,si-l->- 
jis-tik\ adj — syl*lo-gis*ti.ca].|y \-ti-k(»-)le\ adv 

syMo-eist V«-l»-jist\ n (1799) : one who applies or is skilled m syllo- 
gistic reasoning 

syMo*gize \*si-la-jiz\ vb -gized; -giz.inK [ME <y/ogysen. fr. 1,1 syl- 
logtzare. fr. Gk syllogizcsthat] vi (15c) : to reason bv means of syllo- 
gisms ~ v/ : lo deduce by syllogism js moral laws) 

sylph \'silf\ n [NL sylphus) (1657) 1 : an elemental being in the theory 
of Paracelsus that inhabits air 2 ; a slender graceful woman or girl — 
sylpMike \'sil-,flik\ adj 

•y jph-id \*sil-fad\ n (1680) : a young or diminutive sylph 

sylva, sylriculture woro/sii.vA.siLvicuinjR!: 

■syl-van \'sil-vDn\ n ( 1 565) : one that frequents groves or woods 

^sylvan adj [ML silvanus, sylvan us, fr. L silva, sylva wood] (ca. 1 583) 1 
a : living or located in the woods or forest b : of, relating to, or char- 
acteristic of the woods or forest 2 a : made, shaped, or formed of 
woods or trees b : abounding in woods, groves, or trees : wooded 

syl-va-nite VsiI-v^itV n [F sytvanite. fr. NL xylvanium tellurium, fr 
Transylvania, region in Romania] <\f96) : a mineral that is a gold 
silver tellunde and often occurs in crystals resembling written charac- 
ters 

syl'vat-ic \sil-'va-tik\ adj [I. silvaticus of the woods, wild ■ more at 
savage) (1661) 1 : sylvan rodents) 2 : occurnng in or affecting 
wild animals < — diseases) 

sybvite Vsil-.vit\ also syl-vinc V.veiA n [alter, of syhine. Tr- F. fr NI 
sal dtgesttvus Syhu digestive salt of Sylvius, fr. Sylvius latinized name of 
Jacques Dubois t! 555 Fr. physician] ( 1 868) : a mineral that is a natu- 
ral potassium chloride and occurs in colorless cubes or crystal) me 
masses 

sym sec svn- 

sym-bbont Vsim-bc-,ant\ n [prob. fr. G, modif. of Gk symbiount- 
symbton. prp. of 5,ymbiounl (1887) ; an organism living in symbiosis; 
esp : the smaller member of a symbiotic pair 

^"•'tH^i* \»s>m-be-'o-s^s. -,bi-\ n. pi -bl*6^es \-,sez\ [NL, fr G 
SymbKse,fr. Gk symbiosis state of living together, fr symbioun to live 
together . Jr. symbios living together, fr. sym- + bios life more at 
CHJ1CKJ (1622) 1 : the living together in more or less intimate associa- 
tion or close onion of two dissimilar organisms 2 r the intimate living 
together of two dissimilar organisms in a mutually beneficiaJ relation- 
ship; esp : mutualism 3 : a cooperative relationship (a* between two 
persons or groups) <the — . . . between the resident population and the 
immigrants John Gcipcl) — sym-bf-ot*lc Va-tikV adj — sym-bi- 
oM-caUy \-ti-k(*-)lc\ adv 



thing else by reason of relationship, association. convrntTon. ot^a"^' 




< phallic 5 : an act. sound, or object having cultural signi'iicai?^ 

and the capacity to e\cite or objectify a response 

'symbol "6 -boled or -boiled; -hobing or -boblinK (1^2) • svs*^, 




symbolic Ioric n (1856) : a science of developing and represent,,,, 
logical principles by means of a formalized system consisting of Pn , 
live symbols, combinations of these svmhols. axioms, and rules of n" 
ference m " 

synrbxil-isc Brir varof svmb<.)lizl 

sym bol ism Vsim-bo-,li-i:am\ n (1654) 1 : the art or practice of us,™ 
symbols esp. by investing things with a symbolic meaning or b\ ei 
pressing the invisible or intangible by means of visible or sensuous 
representations: as a : artistic imitation or invention that is a method 
of revealing or suggesting immaterial, ideal, or otherwise intangihh- 
truth oi states b : the use of conventional or traditional signs in the 
representation of divine beings and spirits 2 : a system of symbols nr 
representations w 

sym-bobist Vsim-b3-hst\ n (1812) 1 : one who eniplovs symbols or 
symbolism 2 : one skilled in the interpretation or explication of sym- 
bols 3 : one of a group of writers and artists in France after 1880 
reacting against realism, concerning themselves with general truths 
instead of actualities, exalting the metaphysical and the mysterious 
and aiming to unify and blend the arts and the functions of the sens^ 
— symbolist adj 

sym.bol.is.tic\,sim-b»- , lis-iik\adrj(ca 1864): *YMbOLic 
sym-bol-i-za-tion V.sim-b^-ld-'za-shanV n ( 1603) 1 : an act or instance 

of symbolizing 2 : the human capacttv to develop a system of mean 

ingful symbols 

sym-boMze \'sim-b.->-,liz\ v b -ized; -iz*inf> vt ( 160.1) 1 : to serve as a 
symbol of 2 : to represent, express, or identify bv a symbol u • to 
use symbols or symbolism — sym-bobiz-er n 

sym-bolK).Ry Vsim-'ba-ls-jeX n, pi -Ries [symbo] - -logy] (1840) 1 
: the art of expression by symbols 2 : the studv or interpretation of 
symbols 3 : a system of symbols 

sym-mct-abiism \(.)si(m)-'me-t a l-,i-z3m\ n [x yn - - -metallic, (as in 
bimetallism)] (ca 1895) : a system of coinage in which the unit of cur- 
rency consists of a particular weight of an alloy of two or more metals 

sym*met-ri-ca! \s3-'me-tri-k»l\ or sym. motoric \-tnk\ adj (1751) 1 
: having, involving, or exhibiting symmetry 2: having corresponding 
points whose connecting lines arc bisected by a given point or perpen- 
dicularly bisected by a given line or plane <~ curves) 3 symmetric 
: being such that the terms or variables may be interchanged without 
altering the value, character, or truth (symmetric equations) <R is a 
symmetric relation if aRb implies hRa} 4 a : capable of division by a 
longitudinal plane into similar halves plant parts) b : having the 
same number of members in each whorl of floral leaves flowers) 5 
: affecting corresponding parts simultaneously and similarly <— rash) 
6 : exhibiting symmetry in a structural formula, esp : being a deriva- 
tive with groups substituted symmetrically in the molecule — sym- 
met-ri-cably \-tn-k(^-)le\ adv — sym>mct*ri*cal.ness \-kal-nas\ n 

symmetric group n (1897) : a permutation group that is composed of 

all of the permutations of n things 

symmetric matrix n (ca 1949) : a matrix that is its own transpose 
sym.m«*trizc \*si-m»-,triz\ vr -trized; -triz*ing (1796) : to make 
symmetrical — sym<mctri>za*tion Vsi-ma-tra-'za-shanV n 
syro*me.try \'si-m>tre\ n. pi -tries [I. symmetric fr Gk. fr. symmetnx 
symmet ncal. fr. syn- t met ron measure - more at measure] (1541) 1 
: balanced proportions; also : beauty of form arising from balanced 
proportions 2 : the property of being symmetrical; esp : correspoo- 
dence in size, shape, and relative position of parts on opposite sides of « 
dividing line or median plane or about a center or axis — compare 
BILATF.rai symmltry. radiai symmltr y 3 : a rigid motion of a geo- 
metric figure that determines a one-to-one mapping onto itself 4 : the 
property of remaining invariant under certain changes (as of orienta- 
tion in space, of the sign of the electric charge, of parity, or of the direc- 
tion of lime flow) — used of physical phenomena and of equations 
describing them 

sym path- or sym pat ho- com 6 form [ISV. fr sympathetic] : sympa- 
thetic nerve <.rym/wr/iolytic) 

s>m.pa.thec-to*my \,sim-p*-'thck-i»-me\ n, pi -mies [ISV] (1900) 
: surgical interruption of sympathetic nerve pathways — sym*P»" 
thec>to.mizcd \-»mIzd\ adj 

'synvpi.thet.ic V.sim-p^-^tne-tikV adj [NL sympathetica, fr. L sym- 
pathia sympathy] (1644) 1 ; existing or operating through an affinity, 
interdependence, or mutual association 2 a : not discordant or an- 
tagonistic b : appropriate to one's mood, inclinations, or disposition 
c : marked by kindly or pleased appreciation 3 ; given to, marked by, 
or arising from sympathy, compassion, friendliness, and sensitivity to 
others emotions <a ~- gesture) 4 : favorably inclined : APPROVING 
<not — to the idea) 5 « : showing empathy b : arousing sympathy 
or compassion <a ~~ role in the play) 6 a : of or relating to "the sym- 
pathetic nervous system b : mediated by or acting on the sympathetic 
nerves 7 : relating to musical tones produced bv sympathetic Mbra- 



